
RIP Twister
TRAC's Barn Owl Ambassador

5-1990 to 6-18-2014
This news is sad, but not

unexpected for those who have been
following TRAC for a little while.  Our
Barn Owl Ambassador Twister died on
Wednesday June 18th around 4 pm. He
was 24 years old (average age for a barn
owl is 17 -18 years old). Twister was our
very first Educational Ambassador, given
to us by Donald Robert Rusk, a falconer
and environmental educator as well as
one of our earliest mentors. 

Twister and TRAC
Education Director Ron Perrone formed a tight bond
that lasted all of Twister's life.  His personality was
so big that he was featured on the TRAC logo,
where he will remain.
We've assembled some
photos from Twister's life,
we hope you enjoy them. 
A further photo album will
be posted on the TRAC
website, in the newsletter
section. www.tracwv.org

RIP Chip
TRAC’s Broad Winged Hawk Ambassador

Spring 1998 - July 16, 2014
Sometime during the night between July 15th and July 16th a

raccoon attacked the mews housing our educational ambassador
birds.  After trying many places unsuccessfully, it finally found a rotten
spot in a soffit on the roof of the hospital that gave way.  The raccoon
climbed in, chased our broad wing hawk Chip around the cage then
killed and ate her.  All that was left was a few flight feathers.

Chip came to us in 1998 as a juvenile.  She had been found
with a broken wing in the woods near Anstead in Fayette County WV. 
The finders tried to heal her by binding her wing, but it healed
incorrectly leaving her flightless.  They turned her in to TRAC when she broke a leg due to
malnutrition a few months later.  Chip was always a favorite, her bright eyes and interest in
everything going on around her engaged everyone who met her.  Although she only weighed a
pound and was the smallest of our hawk ambassadors, her personality was huge.  She had
just helped raise a young broad winged hawk.  We released the young broad wing on the 16th

as planned, honoring Chip as we did so.  Chip was 16 when she was killed.  The average
lifespan of a broad wing hawk in captivity is 14.  She was still going strong, helping other broad
wings fly.  Fly high and well now Chip.  More photos will be posted with Twister’s on our website.
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